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Statement of the Chairman 

Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 

18 December 2014 

 

 Revised estimates resulting from resolutions and decisions adopted by the 
Human Rights Council at its twenty-fifth, twenty-sixth and twenty-seventh sessions, and 

its twenty-first and twenty-second special sessions 
 

 (ACABQ report A/69/670; related report: A/69/615) 

Mr Chairman, 
 

   I am pleased to introduce the Advisory Committee’s report on the 
Revised estimates resulting from resolutions and decisions adopted by the Human Rights 
Council at its twenty-fifth, twenty-sixth and twenty-seventh sessions, and its twenty-first 
and twenty-second special sessions (A/69/670). 
 
 
 The Advisory Committee considers that there is a need to overhaul the 
structure and format of the Secretary-General’s report, which should be structured in a 
more reader-friendly way and condensed, which would also reduce the costs related to 
its production in the six official languages1.   
  
 Turning to the subject of absorption of requirements from existing resources, 
the Advisory Committee believes that there is room to absorb a higher amount than the 
$153,800 proposed by the Secretary-General. By and large, the Advisory Committee 
believes that the Secretary-General should accommodate, to the extent possible, 
additional requirements for mandated activities from within existing resources, while 
ensuring the effective implementation of mandates2.   
 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
 The Advisory Committee observes that its comments and recommendations 
on specific resource reductions in connection with commitments for Human Rights 
Council resolutions in 2014 appear not to have been taken into consideration in the 
Secretary-General’s proposal for revised estimates. The Advisory Committee maintains 
these recommendations and recommends that the proposed additional requirements for 
the biennium 2014-2015 be reduced accordingly. 

                                                
1 See also A/68/7/Add.15, para. 2. 
2 See also A/68/7/Add.15, para. 8. 
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  In conclusion, I would like to highlight another subject, namely, the data 
collection by entities contracted by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Human Rights. The Committee observes that a specific database used by the 
OHCHR was not developed within that Office but by an external contractor, and 
reiterates its recommendation that the General Assembly request the Secretary-General 
to include in future reports information on the use of non-governmental organizations 
and other institutions for the collection and analysis of data3.  
 
 Subject to the observations and recommendations made in its report, the Advisory 
Committee recommends approval of the proposals of the Secretary-General. 
 
Thank you, Mr Chairman. 

                                                
3 See also A/68/7/Add.15, para. 19. 
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Investigation into the conditions and circumstances resulting in the tragic death of Dag 

Hammarskjöld and of the members of the party accompanying him 
Programme budget implications of draft resolution A/69/L.42 

 
(ACABQ report: A/69/669; related Secretary-General’s statement: A/C.5/69/14) 

 
 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 

I am pleased to introduce the Advisory Committee’s report on the programme budget 
implications of the General Assembly draft resolution A/69/L.42 on the investigation into 
the conditions and circumstances resulting in the tragic death of Dag Hammarskjöld and of 
the members of the party accompanying him. 
 

While the Advisory Committee has no objections to the amount of $400,100 being 
requested under section 1 of the programme budget for the 2014-2015 biennium, having 
considered the status of expenditure as at 30 November 2014 under that section, the Advisory 
Committee recommends that the amount of $400,100 be absorbed within section 1.  

 
The Committee has no objections to the additional appropriation in the amount of 

$50,900 requested under section 2 of the programme budget. The Committee intends to 
examine the costing model for the processing of official documents at the four duty stations, 
New York, Geneva, Vienna and Nairobi, in greater detail in the context of the proposed 
programme budget for 2016-2017. 

 
In conclusion, the Advisory Committee recommends that the Fifth Committee inform 

the General Assembly that, should the General Assembly adopt draft resolution A/69/L.42, 
an additional appropriation of $50,900 would be required, representing a charge against the 
contingency fund, under section 2, General Assembly and Economic and Social Council 
affairs and conference services, of the programme budget for the biennium 2014-2015. 
 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 


